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The thirteenth and fourteenth centuries saw the composition of a num-
ber of accounts by soldiers of campaigns in which they took part, written
not in scholarly Latin but in the author’s own vernacular. Among the
most celebrated are Geoffrey of Villehardouin’s and Robert of Clari’s
descriptions of the Fourth Crusade and John of Joinville’s Life of St Louis,
which is an account of the Seventh Crusade’s disastrous expedition to
Egypt in 1248-50. This new translation from the medieval Catalan by
Robert Hughes brings to the reader of English the work of Ramon
Muntaner (1265-1336) and his narrative of the adventures of a
company of mercenaries in the near east in the years 1303 to 1311. As
J-N. Hillgarth makes clear in his introduction, Muntaner’s account of
the Catalan company forms part of a much larger chronicle which
covers the years 1205 to 1328 and celebrates the achievements of the
royal house of Barcelona. The section translated by Hughes, however,
deserves to be made available separately because of the intriguing detail
it gives about fourteenth-century warfare.

When, in August 1302, peace was declared between Charles II of
Naples and Frederick III of Sicily, Roger of Flor, a renegade Templar
and leader of a band of Catalan and Aragonese mercenaries in
Frederick’s service, faced the problem that the treaty of Bretigny was
later to pose for the English Free Companies of the Hundred Years
War. Some means of earning a living had to be found for himself and
his men (pp. 36-37). He therefore contacted the Byzantine emperor
Andronicus II Palaiologos (1282-1328), offering to fight for the
emperor against the Turks who had overrun most of the Byzantine
eastern provinces in Asia Minor. The offer was accepted. The company
travelled to Constantinople, where Roger received the title of grand
duke and the hand of the emperor’s niece in marriage, and his men
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